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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF  1948 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH: 

Bertram  Suggit,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Leeds  and  Manchester). 
D.l'.H.  (Cambs.).  (Part  time — resigned  August.) 

Victor  R.  VVai.ker,  M.B.,  Ch.B..  B.Sc.,  D.P.H.  (also 
Divisional  M.O.,  Herts  C.C..  as  from  September). 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR: 

Arthur  J i  mi’.  F.S.I.A.,  Cert. R. San. Inst.  (Meat  and  Foods). 

ADDITIONAL  SANITARY  INSPECTORS: 

Bertram  j.  Drew,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert. R. San. Inst.  (Meat  and 
Foods).  (Resigned  July.) 

Rt  ssEi.i.  F.  Forryan.  M.S.I.A.,  Cert. R. San. Inst.  (Meat  and 

Foods). 

Peter  Sanders,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert. R. San. Inst.  (Meal  and 
Foods).  (As  from  September.) 

CLERICAL  ASSISTANTS : 

R.  E.  Cun  ns  (resigned  June). 

Robert  A.  Hunt  (as  from  June). 

Miss  V.  Pammenter 

DISINFECTOR  AND  ASSISTANT: 

Robert  A.  Ill  \i  (resigned  June). 

L.  Carr  (as  from  June). 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Letchivorth 
Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Kaye  and  Gentlemen, 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  Sanitary  Officers’  Orders,  the  following 
report  is  submitted.  It  is  the  thirtieth  annual  report  on  the 
sanitary  circumstances  and  vital  statistics  of  your  district. 


SECTION  A.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 


I'lie  area  of  the  district  is  4,905  acres. 

Inhabited  Houses.  There  were  5,455  occupied  dwellings 
according  to  the  rate  books  at  31st  December. 

Population.  The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  civilian 
population  for  mid  year  1948  to  be  19,950 — an  increase  of 
70  persons. 

Rateable  value.  The  rateable  value  is  estimated  to  be 
£156,937  and  the  product  of  a  penny  rate  as  £628. 


Vital  Statistics 
Mirths 


Live  births:  Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Totals 


Total 

Males 

Females 

306 

154 

152 

14 

10 

4 

320 

164 

156 

2 


The  binh  rate  is  16.0,  which  compares  with  that  of  17.0 
for  England  and  Wales.  Last  year  the  rate  was  higher,  it 
being  18.8. 

Total  Males  Females 

Stillbirths:  Legitimate  ...  6  4  2 

Illegitimate  ...  —  —  — 


Totals  ...  6  4 


The  still  birth  rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births  is 
18.4,  and  per  thousand  civilian  population  0.3;  this  latter 
rate  compares  with  the  rate  of  0.42  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 

ratal  176;  Males  98,  Females  78. 

Fwenty-seven  less  than  last  year.  The  death  rate  is  8.8 
per  thousand  civilian  population  and  compares  with  10.8 
for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes.  There  was  one  death  and 
the  Maternal  Mortalitv  Rate  is  therefore  3.0. 


Infant 

Mortality 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

1 1 

6 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

12 

7 

5 

The  rate  per  thousand  live  births  is  37  and  compares 
with  the  rate  of  34  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  causes  of  death  were: 


No 

Males 

Female 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

7 

2 

9. 

Influenza 

2 

0 

12. 

Acute  infective  encephalitis . 

1 

0 

13. 

Cancer,  buccal  cavity,  etc.  ... 

2 

2 

14. 

Cancer,  stomach  and  duodenum . 

4 

0 

15. 

Cancer,  breast . 

0 

10 

16. 

Cancer,  all  other  sites  . 

13 

5 

17. 

Diabetes  . 

0 

2 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

10 

9 

19. 

Heart  disease . 

20 

22 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

2 

2 

21. 

Bronchitis 

5 

3 

22. 

Pneumonia 

4 

3 

24. 

Ulcer,  stomach  or  duodenum 

4 

0 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

4 

28. 

Nephritis 

0 

1 

50. 

Other  maternal  causes  . 

0 

1 

31. 

Premature  birth 

3 

0 

32. 

Congenital  malformations,  injuries,  etc.  ... 

2 

1 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents  ... 

1 

2 

35. 

Other  violent '  causes  ... 

4 

1 

36 

All  other  causes 

11 

10 

Totals  98  78 


There  was  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the 
vear;  there  were  no  deaths  from  diphtheria,  measles  oi 
whooping  cough,  and  none  from  diarrhoea  (under  two 
years  of  age). 

l  aities  I.  II  and  III  give  comparative  vital  statistics  lor 
the  years  1943  to  1948  inclusive.  Death  Rates  and  Birth 
Rales  are  based  on  the  Registrar  General  s  estimate  of  the 
population  unless  otherwise  stated. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  health  of  the  town  has  been  good 
during  the  year,  the  birth  rate  is  below  that  foi  England 
and  Wales,  the  death  rate  is  lower,  and  the  infant  mortality 
slightly  higher  for  the  first  time  for  many  years. 
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TABLE  I 


Cancer 

T  943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

No.  of  de  al  Its  : 

Males 

9 

12 

11 

17 

16 

19 

Females 

19 

20 

15 

15 

16 

15 

O 

o 

o 

1.3 

1.4 

1.3 

1.6 

1.6 

1.7 

Puerperal  Causes 

No.  ( 

>1  deaths  ... 

1  1  — 

—  1 

1 

Death 

rate.  1.000  births 

2.8  2.4  0.0 

G.O  2.6 

3.0 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

No.  ol  eases  notified: 

Males . 

12 

12 

17 

10 

7 

7 

Females 

4 

6 

4 

5 

5 

1  *> 
L  (-> 

o 

o 

o 

C J 

u. 

0.7 

0.86 

1.05 

0.75 

0.6 

0.9 

No.  of  deaths  : 

Males  . 

1 

4 

3 

3 

i 

7 

Females 

— 

1 

2 

3 

6 

2 

t— 1 

o 

o 

o 

.  0.04 

0.28 

0.25 

0.3 

0.3 

0.4 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

No.  of  eases  notified  : 

Males  . 

6 

4 

3 

1 

2 

2 

Females 

6 

3 

6 

1 

4 

— 

o 

o 

o 

-JL 

0.5 

0.33 

0.45 

0.1 

0.3 

0.1 

NO.  of  deaths : 

Males  . 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Females 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

o 

o 

o 

0.04 

9.19 

0.0 

0.1 

0.0 

0.0 

5 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  LETCHWORTH 


oo 

JO 

,  - 

o 

GO 

CM 

m- 

o 

vO 

vc 

o 

00 

*7 

lO 

vO 

CM 

tO 

r-H 

rO 

mo 

O 

00 

LC 

vT 

05 

CM 

MO 

r-H 

O) 

CO 

T“ 

rH 

t-H 

i-O 

o 

05 

CM 

hH 

h< 

CM 

05 

tO  u- 

c— 

vO 

MO 

r-H 

o 

CO 

CM 

"7 

O 

CO 

'JO 

CM 

O 

CM 

o 
r-  z 

c 6 

00 

CM 

O 

CM 

o 

r— i 

00 

00 

05 

CO 

r-H 

O 

r-H 

CO 

r— H 

•o 

LO 

o- 

u-  r- 

1  ^ 

r-H 

o 

CO 

CM 

CM 

LO 

05 

r-H 

1  CO 

05 

*^r 

*7 

>75 

to 

O 

O 

CM 

MO 

r-H 

r-H 

co 

05 

r-— 

T— H 

05 

lO 

rt 

CO 

o 

r-H 

CO 

MO  t>- 

!  to 

LO 

o 

vO 

r-H 

CM 

CM 

CM 

MO 

to 

co 

1  o 

r*H 

CO 

u- 

05 

o 

CO 

05 

r-H 

MO 

T“ 

to 

O 

05 

r-H 

CM 

r-H 

t-H 

VO 

C 5 

00 

CM 

vO 

vO 

O 

LO 

CO 

*7 

05 

r-H 
— t 

vO 

o 

05 

t-H 

CM 

O 

CM 

05 

rO 

00 

05 

C5 

TP" 

LO 

T— . 

O 

CM 

CM 

CO 

»-H 

CO 

CO 

^r 

H  CO 

MO 

CM 

O 

U- 

*vT 

r-H 

MO 

MO 

t-H 

• 

o 

05 

CM 

lO 

t-H 

05 

«7 

05 

T“ 

LO 

05 

t-H 

CM 

MO 

l6 

t-H 

CM 

CM 

T— H 

CM 

(/5 

00 

vO 

05 

iq 

LO 

is— 

o 

CM 

3 

05 

o 

1  ^ 

o 

lO 

to 

CO 

in 

00 

CO 

CM 

t-H 

u- 

^r 

O'* 

05 

c 

t-H 

t-H 

t-H 

T— 

05 

MO 

O 

r-H 

t-H 

m 

00 

CM 

05 

CM 

CM 

LO 

1 

t-H 

CM 

MO 

lO 

CM 

05 

CO 

C 

o 

o- 

MO 

CO 

CM 

O 

CM 

t-H 

LO 

1  D- 

O 

FO 

t-H 

CM 

CM 

C5 

O 

o 

r-H 

t-H 

6 


TABLE  III 


ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


1921  1931  1943 

census  census 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1 94  J 

Birth  rate 

...  22.4 

15.8  16.5 

17.6 

16.1 

19.1 

20  5 

17.9 

Death  rate 
Infant 

...  12.1 

12.3  12.1 

11.6 

11.4 

11.5 

12.0 

10.8 

mortality 

83 

66  49 

46 

46 

43 

41 

34 

One  hundred  and 

forty-eight 

smaller 

towns 

(25.000- 

-50.000) 

England  and  Wales 


Birth  rate  ... 

.  22.7 

15.6 

19.4 

20.9 

19.2 

21.3 

22.2 

19.2 

Death  rate 
Infant 

—  11.3 

12.7 

12.4 

12.3 

11.7 

11.9 

10.7 

mortality 

84 

62 

46 

44 

43 

37 

56 

32 

LETCHWORTH  URBAN 


Birth  rate 

.  21.3 

15.0 

15.7 

19.5 

16.07 

17.8 

18.8 

16.0 

Death  rate  .. 
Infant 

.  7.5 

7.8 

9.4 

9.8 

8.6 

9.2 

10.2 

S.8 

mortality 

.  .  55 

41.4 

41 

44.2 

18.7 

19.7 

18.7 

37 

SECTION  B.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OE  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

(i)  Staff.  Sec  list  at  front  ol  Report. 

lor  details  of  the  work  carried  out  b\  the  Sanitan 
Inspectors  reference  should  be  made  to  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(ii)  Other  \c wires. 

treatment  Centres  and  (dmies.  The  Urban  Council  is 
responsible  for  the  treatment  ol  scabies  and  a  clinic  is  held 
weekly,  or  as  often  as  necessary,  at  the  Health  Office  in 
Gernon  Road.  Miss  L.  Sinclair  carries  out  the  treatment 
and  during  the  year  the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory 
I  here  is  no  doubt  that  the  early  treatment  of  cases  has 
resulted  in  the  incidence  of  this  complaint  being  reduced. 
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Details  of  the  work  carried  out  during  1948  are  as  follows: 

Number  of  clinics  held  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.4 

Total  number  of  treatments  ...  ...  ...  6.r> 

Scabies 

Number  of  children  treated  20  (13  being  primary) 
Number  of  adults  treated:  males  14  (10  ,,  ,,  ) 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  females  16  (10  ,.  ) 

Pediculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pulex  infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Section  47  National  Assistance  Act  1948.  No  action  taken 
during  the  period. 


SECTION  C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  THE  AREA 

1.  (i)  Water.  There  has  been  no  material  change  during  the 
year. 

In  response  to  circular  170/47,  issued  by  the  Ministr)  of 
Health,  I  submit  the  following  information: 

(i)  (a)  The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality, 
(b)  The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity. 

(ii)  The  supply  is  sampled  bacteriologically  every  two 
weeks,  the  samples  being  taken  systematically  at 
the  pumping  stations  and  from  various  points 
the  area  of  supply.  The  results  are  uniformalh 
satisfactory.  Chemical  analyses  are  taken  every 
four  weeks  and  show  little  variation. 

(iii)  There  is  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

(iv)  No  action  was  necessary  to  deal  with  contami¬ 
nation.  The  whole  supply  is  subjected  to  chlori¬ 
nation. 
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(v)  With  the  exception  of  five  cottages  at  Radwell  in 
the  extreme  North-East  and  two  houses  and  a 
petrol  filling  station  and  cafe  at  Jacks  Hill  to  the 
South-West,  all  the  properties  in  the  Urban  Dis¬ 
trict  are  provided  with  a  direct  piped  supply  of 
water  from  the  Company’s  mains.  There  are  no 
standpipes.  The  supplies  from  the  private  wells 
are  kept  under  observation. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.  No  material  change  has 
taken  place.  A  Public  Inquiry  dealing  with  a  proposed 
extension  of  the  sewage  works  was  held  on  the  7th  Novem¬ 
ber,  1947.  New  sewers  have  been  laid  in  connection  with  the 
Council's  housing  schemes. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams.  No  change. 

3.  (i)  Closet  accommodation.  No  change. 

(ii)  Public  cleansing.  The  whole  of  this  work  is  carried 
out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Surveyor.  The  house  refuse 
is  disposed  of  by  “controlled  tipping”  on  land  adjacent  to 
the  Baldock  Urban  District  Council's  sewage  works  by 
arrangement  with  that  Authority. 

(iii) ,  (iv).  (v),  (vi),  and  (viii).  These  matters  are  fully  dealt 
with  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(vii)  Swimming  baths  and  bools,  (a)  Public.  1  lie  ozone 
open-air  swimming  pool,  in  the  Norton  Common  continues 
to  be  well  patronized  and  there  were  54,810  attendances 
during  the  year.  A  series  of  samples  were  submitted  to 
bacteriological  examination  and  the  results  were  satis- 

O 

factory. 

The  pool  is  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  G.  T.  Hill,  the 
Surveyor,  and  he  and  his  stall  are  again  to  be  congratulated 
on  maintaining  a  consistently  high  hygienic  standard. 
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PRESCRIBED  P ARTiCULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT  1937 

PART  I  OF  T  HE  ACT 

lsl>'( lions  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector) 


10 


Number  ol  rases  in  which  dcfeils  were  fomul 


11 


including  olfcnies  relating;  to  Out 
wi  >i  k ) 

Total 


SECTION  D.  HOUSING 


During  1948  the  following  premises  were  erected  and 
occupied : 


Council  Schemes 


Duplex  Flats 

.  42 

Houses 

.  47 

Bungalows  ... 

.  2 

Aluminium  Bungalows 

.  100 

191 

Howard  Cottage  Society 

Bungalows 

11 

Other  Persons 

Houses 

...  ... 

12 

To'.al  ...  214 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

(for  housing  defects  under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

subhead  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925 
(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

stale  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for  human  habitation 


159 

186 


29 

47 


nil 


12 


44 


Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  year: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  Hi  of  the 

Housing  Act  1930  ...  ...  ...  njj 

b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  4 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : 

(a)  Bv  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ..."  .  ...  nj[ 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  II  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act  1936  . nj] 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing-  Act 

J936 . "...  nil 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  sendee  of  formal 
notice : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local.  Authority  or  its  officers  35 

Housing  Act  1 936 — Overcrowding : 

(a)  (i)  Number  ol  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year  ...  .  II 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  13 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  93 


13 


(0) 

Number  of  new  cases  of 
reported  during  the  year 

overcrowding 

17 

(C) 

(i)  Number  of  cases 
relieved  during  the  year 

of 

overcrowding 

25 

(ii)  Number  of  persons 
cases 

concerned  in  such 

223 

(cl)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  authority  have  taken  steps 
for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding: 

(i)  Number  of  cases  ...  ...  •••  2 

(ii)  Number  of  families  concerned  ...  4 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  ...  ...  •••  L> 


SECTION  E.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 

FOOD 

This  work  has  always  received  much  attention  in  Letch- 
worth  and  during  1948  every  effort  was  made  as  in  past 
years  to  ensure  that  the  residents  were  supplied  with  whole¬ 
some  food  and  drink.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  meat 
inspection,  the  milk  supply  and  the  manufacture  of  ice 
cream.  Details  of  the  work  will  be  found  in  the  Repot t  ol 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

A  lecture  for  the  personnel  of  food  preparing  establish¬ 
ments  and  food  shops  was  given  on  the  2a  rd  A  pi  i  1 .  This 
lecture  was  arranged  with  the  assistance  ol  the  Centtal 
Council  for  Health  Education,  and  Dr.  Norman  C.  Parfnt 
gave  an  informative  talk  on  food  and  drink  infection  to  an 
audience  of  over  fifty  persons. 

Details  of  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  which  occurred 
during  the  year. 
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Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks 

1  otal  number  of  outbreaks  (at  factory  canteen)  ...  1 

Number  of  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Organisms  or  other  agents  responsible  with  number 
of  outbreaks  of  each — Staphylococcus,  Aureus, 
Phage  (Type  6/ 47). 

Foods  involved  with  number  of  outbreaks  of  each — Trifle 


SECTION  F.  PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL 
OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

(rcneral.  I  hough  six  hundred  and  ninety-three  cases  of 
infectious  disease  were  notified,  the  bulk  was  made  up  by 
the  ordinary  infectious  diseases  affecting  children,  and  at 
no  time  was  there  am  epidemic  prevalence  of  serious 
disease. 

Scarlet  Fever.  J  he  total  ol  fifteen  cases  were  distributed 
sporadically  throughout  the  year,  with  a  slight  peak  of  six 
cases  in  the  months  of  July  and  August. 

Diphtheria.  Such  disease  has  for  another  year  been  com¬ 
pletely  absent  from  the  district,  a  similar  decline  to  that 
recorded  over  the  last  eight  years  in  England  and  Wales  as 
a  whole  coincident  with  the  mass  parental  acceptance  of 
diphtheria  immunization  for  children  under  fifteen  years. 
Since  July  5  responsibility  lor  such  measure  has  been  com¬ 
pletely  transferred  to  the  Herts  Countv  Council.  Separate 
figuies  ol  children  immunized  in  each  district  are  not 
immediately  available,  but  the  measure  continues  freely 
obtainable  either  through  the  welfare  services  or  from 
general  practitioners,  with  a  further  offer  of  one  reinforcing 
dose  by  the  school  health  service  following  the  entry  of  a 
yhild  into  school.  I  here  is  no  noticeable  decline  in  the 
figures  for  parental  acceptance. 


Poliomyelitis.  Four  notifications  of  such  illness  were 
received  during  the  year,  the  diagnosis  in  three  of  these 
being  presumptive  in  the  absence  of  any  paralysis  through¬ 
out  the  illness.  Two  cases  notified  in  July  were  in  young 
children,  with  suggestive  transient  nervous  systems  from 
which  complete  recovery  resulted.  In  early  October  two 
further  cases  were  notified  in  young  adolescents,  in  one  the 
diagnosis  being  confirmed  by  an  early  upper  limb  paralysis 
of  moderate  severity.  Upon  receipt  of  notification  of  such 
illness  a  thorough  inquiry  continues  to  he  made  regarding 
suspicious  febrile  illness  among  home  and  school  contacts, 
so  that  abortive  and  missed  cases  of  the  disease  can  be 
detected. 

Catarrhal  Jaundice.  Of  the  eleven  notified  cases  six 
occurred  in  the  first  (winter)  quarter  of  the  year. 

Measles  was  heavy  in  incidence  during  the  months  May 
to  July. 

Chicken  box  had  a  mild  prevalence  in  the  first  quarter 
and  Whooping  Cough  a  moderate  prevalence  in  the  fourth 
quarter. 

No  cases  of  cerebrospinal  fever,  dysenteric  or  enteric  ill¬ 
ness  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Scabies  and  other  infestations.  The  numbers  of  such 
continue  small,  almost  certainly  due  to  the  convenience  of 
the  cleansing  station  and  facilities  provided  by  the  local 
sanitary  authority,  which  are  at  once  made  available  when 
required. 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DESEASES 


Disease 


Catarrhal 
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jaundice 

Chicken 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

—  — 

pox 

89 

1 

12 

8 

6 

6 

40 

4 

6 

5 

1 

— 

— 

i  — 

Erysipelas 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3  — 

Measles 

Pneu¬ 

428 

9 

33 

42 

49 

52 

209 

25 

5 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1  — 

monia 

Polio¬ 

21 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

o 

Ci 

— 

3 

1 

7 

7 

V 

6  i* 

myelitis 

Starlet 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3  — 

fever  15 

Whooping 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

6 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

13  — 

cough 

120 

4 

12 

19 

14 

25 

36 

5 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

-  - 

Totals 

693 

14 

58 

71 

70 

83 

292 

44 

20 

18 

6 

11 

6 

27  7 

Includes  deaths  from  all  tvpes  of  pneumonia. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY,  1948 


A'je  Periods 


0  ye 
1 
5 
10 
15 
20 
25 
35 
45 
55 

65  and  over 
Totals 
Comparative 
Totals  1947 


NEW  CASES 


Pulmonary 


M. 


F 


2 

1 

5 

2 

1 

12 

5 


2 
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DEA1  IIS 


Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  E. 


Pulmonary 
M.  F. 


2 

6 


Non- 

Pulmonan 
M.  F. 


Conclusion 

Since  taking  np  in  September  1948  the  combined  post  of 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  to  the  Herts  County  Council 
and  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  North  Herts 
Local  Sanitary  Authorities,  1  have  been  impressed  by  the 
up-to-date  health  and  sanitary  services  of  Letchworth  and 
the  keen  interest  of  your  Council.  I  would  acknowledge 
much  assistance  from  your  chief  officers  and  from  my 
predecessor  in  office.  Finally,  1  would  express  my  deep 
indebtedness  to  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Arthur 
jump,  for  his  unfailing  helpfulness  at  all  times  with  his 
extensive  experience  of  local  health  matters.  1  he  compi¬ 
lation  of  this  report  for  the  complete  year  is  made  possible 
bv  his  invaluable  assistance. 


V.  R.  WALKER. 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June  1949. 
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REPORT  OF  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


1  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  eighteenth  report  on 
the  work  carried  out  by  the  sanitary  inspectors.  During 
pi  IS  every  endeavour  was  made  to  carry  out  all  the  normal 
functions  of  the  department,  but  it  was  not  possible  to 
cam  out  much  systematic  inspection  work. 

Considerable  staff  changes  occurred.  Mr.  li.  J.  Drew, 
Senior  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  for  main  years, 
resigned  in  July  to  take  up  a  county  appointment.  His 
service  with  the  department  commenced  in  August  Hklti. 
He  was  exceptionally  well  qualified  and  I  cannot  speak  loo 
highlx  of  the  manner  in  which  he  carried  out  his  duties. 
Mr.  R.  F.  Forryan  was  promoted  to  Senior  Additional 
Sanitarv  Inspector,  and  Mr.  P.  Sanders,  of  Southend  County 
borough,  commenced  duties  as  Additional  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor  in  September.  In  June.  Mr.  R.  E.  Gittins,  Clerical  Assis¬ 
tant,  transferred  to  the  Surveyor’s  Department  and  Mr. 
R.  \.  Hunt  took  over  his  duties.  Mr.  L.  Carr  was  appointed 
to  the  vacant  post  of  Disinfector  and  Assistant.  I  he  work 
of  1 1  ic  department  proceeded  as  smoothly  as  possible  under 
the  circumstances. 


Housing 

In  view  of  the  demand  on  building  labour  and  materials 
in  the  construction  of  new  housing  accommodation,  requests 
for  repairs  to  existing  houses  were  confined  to  essential 
matters  and  to  works  of  an  urgent  nature.  Idle  various 
Cottage  Societies  and  the  'Council's  Housing  Department 
did.  however,  carrv  out  a  certain  amount  of  maintenance 
work.  Consistent  with  the  availabilitv  of  housing  materials 
and  labour,  owners  were  encouraged  to  carrv  out  improve¬ 
ments  to  t lie  older  properties.  The  amenities  a t  some  ol 
these  properties  fall  short  of  what  is  considered  a  reasonable 
standard  todax . 

The  occupier  of  one  aged  house  in  Croft  Lane  and  the 
four  remaining  families  in  the  block  ol  cottages  known  as 


19 


1  he  I  errace,  Willian,  were  found  oilier  housing  accommo¬ 
dation,  and  it  is  hoped  to  demolish  the  premises  at  an  early 
date.  It  is  not  always  fully  realized  that  houses  wear  out 
and  that  no  amount  of  patching,  or  even  reconditioning, 
can  effectively  bolster  up  a  decaying  structure. 


Verminous  conditions  continue  to  show  a  marked  decrease 
and  this  is  encouraging.  Pests,  such  as  woodworm  and  furni¬ 
ture  beetle,  have  become  prevalent  and  in  some  cases  the 
damage  to  timber  was  found  to  be  considerable. 

Overcrowding,  both  legal  and  otherwise,  received  close 
attention,  and  the  following  extract  from  the  report  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Housing  Committee  illustrates  the  results 
achieved  during  the  year: 

“  Three  hundred  and  twenty-four  persons  were  living 
under  bad  conditions  or  were  legally  overcrowded  at  the 
31st  December,  1948.  This  represents  approximately  1.0% 
of  the  total  population.  During  the  year,  principally  by 
the  allocation  of  accommodation  by  the  Housing  (Let¬ 
tings)  Sub-Committee,  729  persons  living  in  ninety-six 
premises,  or  approximately  3.6%  of  the  population  were 
enabled  to  live  under  improved  conditions.” 

T  his  record  is  encouraging  and  the  results  illustrate  the 
advantages  accruing  by  being  able  to  report  direct  to  the 
Housing  (Lettings)  Sub-Committee. 

A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  in  connection  with 
overcrowding  is  as  follows: 

At  1st  January,  1948,  nineteen  dwellings  were  legally 
overcrowded,  and  these  contained  thirty-two  families  and  a 
total  of  163  persons.  During  the  year  seventeen  new  cases 
were  discovered  and  twenty-five  cases  were  abated.  At  the 
31st  December,  1948,  there  were  eleven  dwellings  over¬ 
crowded,  containing  thirteen  families  and  ninety-three 
persons. 
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Overcrowding  was  abated  as  lollows: 

Accommodation  provided  by  Local  Authority  ...  13 

Accommodation  otherwise  obtained  ...  *> 

Number  in  family  reduced  ...  ...  •••  •> 

Number  of  lodgers  reduced  ...  •  1 

Total  Cases  ...  25 


Details  of  eases  where  bad  living  conditions  exist  but 
dwellings  not  legally  overcrowded. 

Eightv- live  cases  were  discovered  during  1948  and  seventy- 
one  cases  were  relieved.  On  the  31st  December,  1948,  there 
were  thirtv-four  cases  on  the  books,  and  the  dwellings  con¬ 
cerned  contained  eighty-two  families  and  281  persons. 
Details  of  the  manner  in  which  bad  conditions  were  relieved 
are  as  follows: 

Accommodation  provided  by  Local  Authority  ...  i>9 

Accommodation  otherwise  obtained  ...  ...  b 

Left  Letch  worth  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  4 

Number  in  family  reduced  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Total  Cases  ...  71 


Inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Regional 
Slaughterhouse  remains  fairly  constant,  but  duties  of  meat 
inspection  are  alwavs  onerous  and  entail  inspections  being 
carried  out  at  all.  hours  of  the  day,  including  Sundays  and 
Bank  Holidays. 

The  methods  of  slaughter  and  of  dressing  are  satisfactory 
and  modern  in  character,  but  the  transport  of  carcases  and 
offals  to  the  butchers’  shops  still  needs  improving.  A  satis¬ 
factory'  type  of  vehicle  has  been  designed,  but  none  is  in 
use  in  Letchworth.  If  centralized  slaughter  is  to  stay  it  is 
essential  to  provide  a  good  method  of  distribution  to  the 
shops. 

Since  1944  records  of  evidence  of  mammary  infection  in 
bovines  have  been  kept,  and  details  are  given  in  the  statis- 
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deal  records.  In  interpreting  iliesc  figures  it  should  be 
remembered  lhat  they  are  not  indicative  of  infection  in 
cows  generally,  but  only  of  those  sent  in  for  slaughter.  The 
percentage  of  infection  is.  therefore,  the  probable  maximum 
and  is  not  typical  of  milch  herds  generally. 

The  butchers'  shops  and  the  wholesale  meat  depot  were 
subjected  to  regular  supervision  and  inspection,  and  the 
general  conditions  continue  to  be  satisfactory. 

Considerable  attention  was  paid  to  the  milk  supply,  and 
a  close  liaison  was  maintained  with  the  County  Public 
Health  Staff.  It  will  be  noted  that  a  large  number  of  samples 
were  submitted  for  examination,  and  in  assessing  the  results 
it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  all  unsatisfactory  supplies 
are  sampled  repeatedly  during  advisory  work  in  order  to 
check  the  progress  made. 

Ice-cream  premises  and  the  manufacturing  methods  and 
retailing  facilities  received  close  attention.  Details  of  the 
results  of  samples  taken  are  given  in  the  statistical  records, 
but,  as  in  the  case  of  milk,  regard  must  be  had  to  other 
known  factors.  It  will  be  noted  that  six  samples  of  ice-cream 
were  submitted  to  chemical  analysis  to  ascertain  the  lat 
content. 

Infectious  Disease 

During  1948  this  branch  of  the  work  received  normal 
attention.  The  “follow  up”  work  in  connection  with  scabies 
was  undertaken  as  in  previous  years,  and  the  incidence  of 
cases  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  department  continues  to 
fall.  Terminal  disinfection  is  still  undertaken,  but  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  circumstances  and  not  as  a  matter  of  routine. 


Fact  ones  and  II  oil; places 

A  systematic  inspection  of  all  premises  proved  imprac¬ 
ticable.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  return  to  the  Ministry  ol 
Labour  and  National  Service  shows  a  useful  amount  ol 
work.  In  addition,  twenty-four  visits  were  paid  to  work¬ 
places. 
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ST  AT  IS  riCAl,  RECORDS 
1st  January— 31st  December.  1018 
GENERAL  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts): 


(a)  I'isits  and  Inspections 

Houses  inspected,  under  Public  Health  At  is  ... 
Houses  reinspected  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts 
Houses  reinspected  under  Housing  Acts 
Houses  visited  re  defective  dustbins 
Housing  Survey:  Form  A  primary 

A  secondary 
B  primary 

„  „  B  secondary 

Special  Survey — number  ol  houses  visited 
Visits  re  number  of  occupants  ... 

Moveable  dwellings  inspected  ... 

Moveable  dwelling  sites  inspected 
Nuisances  investigated 
Svstematic  investigations  of  district 
Investigations  re  water  supply  ... 

re  water  courses  and  ditches  ... 
re  sewers 

..  re  industrial  effluvia 

,.  re  pigeons 

re  poultry  keeping 

Visits  and  inspections  to  entertaining  premises 

of  swimming  baths 

,,  of  waterworks  ... 

Smoke  observations 
Drains — smoke  tested 
Drains — water  tested 
Drains — colour  tested 

Visits  to  works  outstanding  and  in  progress  ... 
Visits  to  stables 
Visits  to  piggeries  ... 

Visits  to  refuse  tips 


1  at) 
i) 

2M 

IS 

15 


56!) 

62 

t» 

O 

457 

165 

IS 

17 

127 

49 

c* 

.) 

60 

50 
7 

67 

38 

Q 

*> 

23 

o 

O 

6 

0 

25 

5 

543 

I  I 

«.) 

.» 

1 
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Visits  re  rodent  infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  .544 

Visits  to  public  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Samples  of  effluent  submitted  for  analysis  .  2 

Samples  of  water  submitted  for  analysis  ...  ...  _ 

Building  Licencing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  458 

Food  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Food  Waste  Collection  and  Salvage  ...  ...  ...  94 


(b)  Nuisances  Abated  and  Repair  Work  carried  out 


Choked  drains  cleared  and  put  into  proper  order 
Drains  repaired  or  relaid 
Inspection  chambers  built  or  repaired 
Intercepting  traps  fixed  or  repaired 
W.C.  pans  repaired  or  renewed  . . . 

W.C.  Hushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed 
W.C.s.  cleansed 
Urinals  repaired  or  renewed 
Soil  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Vent  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 
Fresh  air  inlets  repaired  or  renewed 
Gullies  repaired  or  renewed 
Eaves,  guttering  and  rainwater  pipes  repaired 


renewed 

Sinks  provided  or  renewed 
Lavatory  basins  provided  or  renewed 
Baths  provided  or  renewed 
Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 
Pail  closets  abolished 
Pail  closets  repaired 
Chemical  closets  repaired  or  renewed 
Septic  tanks  built  or  repaired  ... 
Cesspools  repaired 
Cesspools  emptied  and  cleansed 
Cesspools  abolished 
Wells  repaired 


01 


Water  service  pipes  and  fittings  repaired  or 
Hot  water  systems  provided  or  repaired 
Dustbins  provided 


renew 


cd 


04 

21 

14 

2 

.44 

11 

9 

1 

4 

4 

1 

17 

13 
10 

14 
1 1 
1 1 

1 


1 


45 

18 
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Yard  paving  provided  or  repaired 
Roofs  repaired  or  renewed 
Chimney  stacks  repaired  or  rebuilt 
External  rendering  repaired  or  renewed 
brickwork  repaired 

Damp-proof  courses  renewed  or  provided 
Doors  and  door  frames  repaired  or  renewed  . 
Windows  and  frames  repaired  or  renewed 
Lighting  and  ventilation  improved 
Fireplaces  and  ranges  repaired  or  renewed 
Coppers  provided  or  repaired  ... 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 
Staircases  repaired 
Ceilings  and  plaster  repaired 
Food  Stores  provided 
Rooms  cleansed  ... 

Dailies  cleansed  ... 

Cowsheds  cleansed 
Cowsheds  reconditioned 
Bakehouses  cleansed 
Slaughterhouses  cleansed 
Lairages  and  stables  cleansed 
Accumulations  removed 
Premises  and  sheds  ratproofed  ... 

Rat  Extermination — Gassing 
,,  ,,  — Other  methods  ... 

Ditches  cleansed  ... 

Ponds  cleansed 

Ponds  treated  for  mosquitoes  ... 


8 

14 

3 


/ 

25 

33 

r> 

53 

o 

20 

2 

57 


175 

6 

8 

O 

3 

<> 

2 

10 

2 

23 

184 

1 

1 


(c)  Infestations 

( .ouncil  1  louses 

Other  House 

Bugs 

3 

1 

Fleas 

1 

3 

Lice 

— 

1 

Beetles  and  Cockroaches 

2 

10 

Flies  . 

9 

4 

Mosquitoes 

— 

1 

Other  pests 

52 

77 

Visits 

7 


3 

30 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


(a)  Visits  and  Inspections 


abattoir 

628 

Meat  depot 

46 

Butchers’  shops  ... 

106 

Butchers’  vans 

12 

Fish  shops 

48 

Other  food  shops 

191 

Cafes 

31 

Bakehouses 

33 

Food  preparing 


places 

45 

Dairies 

102 

Dairy  vehicles 

71 

Cowsheds  ... 

46 

Ice-cream  vendors 

157 

Hawkers  of  other 

foods 

29 

(  b)  C  a  r casses  ex  a  m  i  tied 


(1)  At  abbatoir: 


Cows 

...  1,154 

Calves  ... 

...  1.642 

Heifers  ... 

...  953 

Sheep 

...  5,452 

Bulls 

91 

Pigs 

...  3.530 

Bullocks 

...  1.443 

Goats 

4 

(2)  At  shops. 

other  premises 

and  vans: 

Beef  Qs. : 

Calves  ... 

15 

(i)  English 

...  118 

Sheep 

74 

(ii)  Imported 

22 

Pigs 

8 

(c)  Condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food 
(1)  At  abattoir: 


43  cow  carcasses 
14  oilier  beasts’  carcasses 
97  forequarters  English 
beef 


2  sides  English  beef 
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9  calf  carcasses 
31b.  English  veal 


(c)  Condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food — (coni.) 


14 

hindquarters  English 

6 

calf  heads 

beef 

12 

plucks 

1,8141b.  English  beef 

8 

lungs 

425 

beasts’  heads 

14 

livers 

2.052 

lungs 

25 

kidneys 

101 

hearts 

6 

spleens 

790 

livers 

9 

mesenteries 

309 

kidneys 

42 

other  organs 

407 

mesenteries 

17 

sheep  carcasses 

185 

spleens 

4 

forequarters  English 

1 .824 

other  organs 

mutton 

— 

hindquarters  English 

70 

pig  carcasses 

mutton 

18 

forequarters  English 

621b.  English  mutton 

pork 

20 

sheep  heads 

5 

hindquarters  English 

36 

plucks 

pork 

37 

lungs 

4641b.  English  pork 

119 

livers 

194 

pigs’  heads 

47 

kidneys 

176 

plucks 

20 

mesenteries 

239 

lungs 

27 

spleens 

80 

livers 

128 

other  organs 

326 

kidneys 

— 

goat  carcasses 

234 

mesenteries 

— 

heads 

117 

spleens 

— 

plucks 

700 

other  organs 

— 

other  organs 

Total  weight  116,7321b. 

(2) 

At  wholesale  depot, 

shops  and  vans: 

7261b.  English  beef  27flb.chce.se 

5091,1b.  imported  beef  7  boxes  cheese 

21b.  veal  1  can  cheese 


(c)  Condemned  as  unfit  for  i 

411b.  English  mutton 
1,2041b.  bacon 
bib.  sausages 
337  cans  beef 
25  cans  pork 
7 1  cans  mutton 
61b.  ham 
1  can  brawn 
14  cans  rabbits 
398|lb.  wild  rabbits 

I  can  sausages 

I I  cans  tongue 

162  cans  meat  products 
721  cans  fish 
406  cans  vegetables 
209  cans  fruit 

1  packet  dried  apple 

2  boxes  mackerel 
2  boxes  cod 

1  box  fish  fillets 
1  box  mixed  fish  and  51b. 
701b.  dabs 

5  stone  haddock 

6  dozen  fish  cakes 
6  English  eggs 

191  imported  eggs 

(d)  Slaughter  of  animals 

Regular  notices  of  slaughter 
Notices  of  occasional  or  erne 


uman  food — (cont.) 

32£lb.  flour 

2  cwt  bone  meal 

911b  oatmeal 

3001b.  dough 

10211).  sago 

371b.  vermicelli 

71b.  arrowroot 

143  packets  cereals 

6  packets  cake  mixture 

2  cwt.  dried  peas 

871b  dehydrated  vegetables 

65^1b.  cake 

274,1b.  tea 

1  bottle  coffee 

21b.  cocoa 

341b.  jam 

631b.  figs 

501b  cashew  nuts 

601b.  prunes 

48  bars  toffee 

271b.  sugar 

1  can  honey 

2  gallons  ice-cream 

1  tin  spaghetti  sauce 
1  packet  soup 


received  ... 

rgencv  slaughter  received 
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CARCASSES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
('EXCLUDING  SHOPS) 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

and 

l  OW  S 

Cows 

Calv  es 

1  ambs 

Pigs 

Goats 

No. 

.  killed 

2487 

1154 

1642 

5452 

3530 

4 

No 

.  inspected 

2487 

1154 

1642 

5452 

3530 

4 

All 

Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

<r» 

Whole  carcasses 

condemned 

4 

5 

5 

17 

61 

— 

<21 

C  an  asses  of  w  hich 

<3) 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  .. 
Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 

337 

227 

23 

188 

283 

tuberculosis 

13.7 

20.1 

1.7 

3.7 

9.7 

— 

Tuberculosis  only 

(1' 

Whole  carcasses 

condemned 
Carcasses  of  which 

10 

38 

4 

— 

9 

— 

(2) 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  .. 

263 

376 

3 

_ 

149 

— 

(3i 

Percentage  of  the 
numbci  inspected 
affect  e  d  with 
tuberculosis 

10.9 

35.8 

0.4 

4.4 

Cow  udder  infection.  As  during  previous  years  a  careful 
examination  was  made  of  the  udders  of  all  cows  slaughtered, 
and  the  results  are  as  follow  s  : 


Fi\c  Years 

1944  48 

1948 

Number  of  cows  slaughtered 
Tubercular  type  lesions 

6.472 

1.154 

found  in  udder  and/or 

supragrammarv  lymphatic 
glands 

319  = 

4.9% 

34 

=  2.9%, 

Other  udder  infection 

1.360  = 

21.0% 

332 

=  28.7% 

Total  udder  infection  ... 

1.679  = 

25.9% 

366 

-  31.7% 

Tubercular  cows  having 

mammal  \  lesions  ...  ...  13.9%  8.8% 

(319  in  2,285  cases)  (34  in  414  cases) 
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Applications  for  licences  to  slaughter  animals 
Number  of  licences  granted  to  slaughtermen  ... 
Amount  of  fees  received  ... 


o 


19 

19 

2s. 


(e)  Milk  supply 

Six  farms  are  registered,  one  is  licensed  for  the  production 
of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  and  three  for  the  production  of 
Accredited  milk.  There  are  seven  retail  purveyors  of  milk, 
five  having  premises  within  the  urban  district.  Seven  are 
licensed  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  milk;  one  retailer  is 
licensed  to  pasteurize  and  sell  pasteurized  milk.  Licensing 
fees  amounted  to  £3  6s. 


Summary  of  results  of  milk  samples  taken: 

T uberculin  Acci edited 


Number  taken 

Tested  milk 

15 

milk 

t 

Methylene  blue  test  satisfied 

12 

9 

„  „  „  failed 

3 

5 

B.  Coli.  Absent  in  1/100  ml 

10 

o 

3 

Present 

5 

4 

Tuberculin 
T  ested 
(Pasteurized) 

Pasteurized 

Ordinal" 

milk 

milk 

milk 

Number  taken  ... 

3 

4 

59 

Methylene  blue  test — 

Number  submitted 

.8 

4 

47 

Satisfied 

9 

O 

3 

57 

Failed 

1 

1 

oo 

B.  Coli. — number  submitted 

...  — 

— 

1 1 

Absent  in  1/100 

ml. 

— 

5 

Present 

. . .  — 

— 

6 

Phosphatase  Test — 

Number  submitted 

...  o 

4 

45 

Passed 

o 

4 

44 

Failed 
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Mill;  Acidity  Tests 

Number  carried  out  at  office 
Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory  ... 

Special  Samples 

One  sample  of  goats  milk,  was  examined  with  satisfactory 
results. 


The  Mill;  ( Ministry  of  Food)  Regulations  55  G 
The  Milk  {Special  Designations)  Regulations 

Fifty-eight  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  for  and 
on  behalf  of  the  County  Council.  In  addition  seven  samples 
were  submitted  for  biological  examination. 


Ice-cream 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Number  submitted 
Classified  as  Grade  I 
Classified  as  Grade  II 
Classified  as  Grade  III 
Classified  as  Grade  IV 


B.  Coli  examination — 

Number  submitted 
Absent  in  1/10  grin. 
Present  in  1/10  grin. 


Bacterial  count — 

Number  submitted 
Highest  count 
Lowest  count 
Average  count 


39 
16  | 
9  J 
9 


Satisfactory 


Unsatisfactory 


23 

18 

5 


7 

113,000  per  grm. 

50  per  grm. 
23,500  per  grm. 
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Chemical  examination — 
Number  submitted 


6 


Sample  No. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

20 

21 

Ingredient  samples — 

Number  submitted 


%  Fat  W  /W 

3.93 

1.23 

2.04 

4.52 

3.11 

1.71 


2  both  sterile 


(1)  Adulteration 

The  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 
for  this  area,  the  officer  being  G.  F.  Hart,  Esq.,  and  all 
complaints  of  adulterated  food  are  referred  to  him. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

(a)  Visits  and  Inspections 


General 

...  740 

Re  Health  Clinic  cases . 

56 

Specimens  taken  to  Laboratory 

...  46 

Children’s  and  nursing  homes 

2 

Schools  ... 

22 

Nurseries 

5 

Number  of  schools  notices  sent  ... 

...  256 

32 


52  rooms 


(b)  Disinfection 

General  cases 
Tuberculosis  cases 
Schoolrooms 
Hospital  Wards 
Vehicles 
Library  books 
Disinfestation 

Bedding  stoved 
Beds 

Mattresses 

Pillows 

Blankets 

Quilts 

Sheets 

Bolsters 

General  clothing  . 

Bedding  destroyed 

Mattresses 

Pillows 

Blankets 


51 

3 

2 

4 

24 

26 


35 

39 

4 

1 

29 

1 

18 


9 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES 


No.  on 

% 

Register  Inspections 

Notices 

Mechanical  factories 

142 

106 

8 

Non-mechanical  factories 

45 

21 

4 

Workplaces 

43 

24 

1 

Outworkers 

20 

<■) 

1 

33 


Dejects  found  and  remedied 

Found 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  6 

Want  of  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  1 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ...  ...  3 

Other  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  — 

Sanitary  accommodation 

Insufficient  ...  ...  ...  — 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ...  3 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ...  ...  1 

Other  offences  ...  ...  ...  5 

Matters  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector  of 

Factories  ...  ...  •••  1 


PETROLEUM  ACTS 

Visits  and  inspections  . 

Number  of  contraventions  found 
Number  of  contraventions  remedied  ... 

Number  of  licences  granted — 

(a)  Petroleum  spirit  and  products  ... 

(b)  Carbide  of  calcium 

Amount  of  fees  received  £28. 


SHOPS  ACTS 

Number  of  shops  on  Register  ... 

Visits  and  inspections  . 

Number  of  contraventions  found 
Number  of  contraventions  remedied  ... 


GAME  LICENCES 


V'isits  and  inspections 
Number  of  licences  granted 
Amount  of  fees  received  ... 


HAIRDRESSERS  AND  BARBERS— BYLAWS 

Number  ol  visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  ...  20 
Number  of  contraventions  found  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied 


These  records  show  the  varied  nature  and  the  amount  of 
the  work  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  this  was  only 
accomplished  bv  the  loval  co-operation  of  all  the  members 
of  the  staff. 


ARTHUR  JUMP. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Health  Office, 

Gernon  Road, 

Letchworth.  Januarv  1949. 
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